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 Specialist Paul Joseph Bueche

United States Army National Guard

Specialist Paul Joseph Bueche was born on November 28, 1983 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and was the youngest of three children of Emory and Maria Bueche.  

Paul with his older twin sisters Jessica and Melissa grew up in Alabama’s Baldwin County in the town of Daphne, where he attended Christ the King Catholic Elementary School.  He attended McGill-Toolen Catholic High School in Mobile and graduated with the class of 2002. 
At the beginning of his senior year at McGill-Toolen, Paul voluntarily enlisted in the Army National Guard as a 67T UH-60 Helicopter Repairman on September 7, 2001.  His first assignment was with Company B, 1st Battalion, 131st Aviation Regiment, Alabama Army National Guard, based in Mobile.  Then in March 2002, Paul transferred to a sister unit, Company E, 1st Bn, 131st Avn Regt in Birmingham.

After graduating from high school, Paul reported to active duty on June 4, 2002 to attend basic combat training at the United States Army Training Center, Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  After completing the nine-week basic training course, Paul was transferred to the US Army Aviation Logistics School at Fort Eustis, Virginia to attend advanced individual training in military occupational specialty 67T.  After 14 weeks of intense hands-on training, Paul graduated from the UH-60 Helicopter Repairman course on December 18, 2002.  Paul then returned to Daphne and began studies at the University of South Alabama in Mobile in January 2003.

In February 2003, Paul was ordered to active duty in support of Operation Enduring Freedom with Company E and reported to Fort Stewart, Ga..  For his outstanding work and demonstrated potential Paul was promoted to the rank of Private First Class on April 4.  Soon afterwards, Paul and his unit where deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and arrived in Kuwait on April 16, 2003.  Here he helped to service and repair UH60 Black Hawk helicopters flying missions in support of ground combat operations and then later in the support of nation building in Iraq.  In August, Paul, as part of a maintenance contact team, was deployed to Logistical Support Area Anaconda near Balad, Iraq to help service UH60 aircraft supporting ongoing operations. 

On October 21, 2003, Paul lost his life when an aircraft tire he was helping to repair accidentally exploded, killing him and severely injuring another Soldier.  
Paul was promoted to the rank of Specialist on October 21, with an effective date of rank of October 4, 2003.  

During his two years of service to the nation, Paul received the Bronze Star (posthumous), the National Defense Service Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, Active Duty Basic Training Ribbon of Alabama, the Aircraft Crewman Badge, and Qualification Badges for the M16 Rifle and the Hand Grenade.  


Paul is survived by:

Parents: Emory Paul and Maria (Alonso) Bueche of Daphne, Ala. 

Sisters: Jessica Anne Bueche of Houma, La., and Army 2nd Lt. Melissa Bueche of Bethesda, Md.

Paternal grandparents: Sidney and Doris Bueche of Baton Rouge, La. 

Maternal grandparents: Jose and Ileana Alonso of Baton Rouge, La. 

About SPC Bueche’s Military Specialty as a 67T UH-60 Helicopter Repairman 

Hundreds of Army missions depend on aircraft for transport, patrol and flight training. It's up to the members of the aircraft repair team to ensure that all Army aircraft remain safe and ready to fly. As an integral member of this team, the UH-60 Helicopter Repairer is primarily responsible for supervising and performing maintenance on UH-60 helicopters (also known as "Black Hawk"). 

Duties of a UH-60 Utility Helicopter Repairer include:

- 
Remove and install airplane subsystem assemblies such as engines, rotors, gearboxes, transmissions, mechanical flight controls and their components
- 
Service and lubricate aircraft and subsystems
- 
Prepare aircraft for inspections and maintenance checks
- 
Perform scheduled inspections and assist in performing special inspections
- 
Inspect and repair aircraft wings, fuselages and tail assemblies 
- 
Servicing and repairing aircraft landing gear 
- 
Repairing or replacing starters, lights, batteries, wiring and other electrical parts

Training:

Job training for a UH-60 Helicopter Repairer consists of nine weeks of Basic Training, where Soldiers learn basic Soldiering skills, and the 14 weeks of Advanced Individual Training, including inspection and repair of aircraft engines and equipment. Part of this time is spent in the classroom and part in the field. Some of the training they receive includes:

- 
Engine disassembly and repair 
- 
Repair of hydraulic, fuel and electrical systems 
- 
Repair of aluminum, steel and fiberglass airframes and coverings
